
     
 

                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dear Middle School Parents,   

Wow! The saying is certainly true. “Time flies when you are having fun.” Half of the school year is behind us already.  February 

marks the beginning of the third marking period.  

Our Middle School Social Studies department will be hosting our annual Social Studies Fair. Projects are for extra credit in grades 5, 

6, 7 and 8. The theme for this year’s projects is “Triumph and Tragedy in History.” The teachers will also have after school sessions 

for groups to work with their guidance. A separate permission slip for both has been distributed to students. Social Studies Fair 

Projects are due to teachers on March 1, 2019. The Middle School Social Studies Fair will be held on March 7, 2019.  

Please send in BOX TOPS to show how much you LOVE your school. Box Tops help us buy books and items for students to use in 

classrooms. Attached you will find a box top collection sheet.  

Our Middle School students are VERY EXCITED to show off their talents in the “SPOTLIGHT FIGHT.” The Middle School Talent 

Show will be held on Wednesday, February 13, 2019 from 12:45 until 2:15pm. Attached you will find a permission slip for students 

with a ticket price of $3. This money will be in support of Habitat for Humanity (a cause near and dear to The Petrides School.) 

Parents are welcome to attend this event. You will also find a ticket order form for parents, family and friends attached.  

We will be celebrating Valentine’s Day in true Middle School style. On Thursday, February 14, 2019 from 1:15 – 2:20 pm we will 

be having a “Gimme a Pizza Your Heart Valentine’s Party.”  The Permission slip for the Valentine’s Day Party is attached.  

Our National Junior Honor Society students have been working hard this year. They have visited Clove Lakes Nursing Home, 

organized the Box Top campaign and did volunteer gift wrapping in the Staten Island Mall. National Junior Honor Society 

applications are available in my office. Students in grades 6, 7 and 8 are encouraged to apply. Students can earn community service 

hours during our PAL after school program. Ms. Calimano meets with 7
th

 grade members on Tuesday each week. 8
th

 grade members 

can meet every Wednesday and 6
th

 grade students applying can meet on Friday after school in Room B204. After school 

participation is not mandatory but those students who work on the community service projects after school go on trips to culminate 

each endeavor.  

Our TEST PREP ACADEMY will begin in March. Please look out for the permission slip for this wonderful cost free opportunity. I 

strongly encourage all students to participate in test prep sessions offered at our school.  

Middle School Wrestling and Floor Hockey after school applications have also been distributed. Please contact me if your child 

would like to participate.  

There are still seats available to students in grades 6 – 8 for our PAL after school program. We offer at least one hour per day of 

tutoring in Math and ELA by our licensed middle school teachers and one hour of homework help each day by our licensed middle 

school teachers. We also offer arts and crafts, STEM, cooking, track, robotics and much more! I strongly encourage all families to 

join PAL after school and take advantage of this free service provided. Please contact me directly to arrange the tutoring or 

homework help to meet your child’s needs.  

PTA ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Join us for Our Sweetheart Dance on Sunday Feb 10
th

 from 2-5 pm in our cafeteria. The dance is open to all students in grades PreK 

through 8
th

. Cost is $10 per person.  

Our February PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday, Feb 13
th

 at 7:00 pm. Join us! 

If you have any questions about the above-mentioned information, feel free to contact me at (718) 815-0186 extension 22171 or 

BSouffrin@schools.nyc.gov.  

Sincerely, 

BettyAnn Souffrin 

Assistant Principal, Middle School 
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What topics will the students learn today? 

ELA – Students will continue to analyze text structures, themes across literature, and think deeply and critically about text. They 

will continue to analyze literary, real life and poetic examples of Rules to Live By. Students will also share their informational 

essays on self-chosen topics and provide feedback. They will substantiate their claim with text based evidence and relevant details.  

Students will extend their research and incorporate technology to create power point projects as a visual representation of their 

research studies. Students will additionally be immersed in rich texts, articles, and prior exemplars in preparation for the upcoming 

statewide ELA exam. 

Math – Students will be working on geometry (chapters 11, 17 & 18 in Pearson). They will be working on two and three-

dimensional objects, with or without curved surfaces, that can be described, classified, and analyzed by their attributes. An object’s 

location in space can be described quantitatively.  

Science – Students will explain how solar heating and water vapor in the atmosphere affect weather. They will discuss how clouds 

formulate and how they are classified into the following groups: stratus, cumulous, and cirrus. They will recognize and describe how 

rain, hail, sleet and snow develop.  Students will also describe how weather is associated with fronts and high and low pressure 

areas. 

Social Studies – Student will examine what role belief systems played in a variety of societies and identify the impact these beliefs 

had on the Eastern Hemisphere. 

Test/Projects Dates 

Feb 4
th

 – ELA: Complex Text Assessment 

Feb 8
th

 – Social Studies Exam: Egypt 

Feb 11
th

 – ELA: Informational Essay / Project 

Feb 27 – Science Quiz: Weather (Class 620 & 621) 

Feb 28 – Science Quiz: Weather (Class 622) 

In class Social Studies packets will be completed and graded. 

 

Required Reading 

ELA – Various complex text, non-fiction articles, poetry 

analysis, and internet research for informational research 

project and test preparation. Text exemplars 

Science – Weather chapter 7; Mars – The Atmosphere article 

Social Studies – Student should review notes and handouts to 

prepare for the next exam and complete all packet work. 

REMINDERS! 

Students should continue to read independently each evening 

to increase their fluency, stamina, and comprehension and 

vocabulary acquisition. Please continue to check Pupil Path for 

assignment and grading information. Email Ms. Brancaccio 

anytime with questions and concerns at 

jbrancaccio@schools.nyc.gov 

Please use pearsonsuccessnet.com to review each Math 

chapter. Our e-book is on this website as well.  

Students are encouraged to get missing Science notes when 

absent. Missing notes are located in the PowerPoint folder in 

the classroom. 

Students are encouraged to participate in our optional middle 

school Social Studies Fair for extra credit! This year’s theme is 

“Triumph and Tragedy in History”. We will be hosting after-

school Social Studies sessions for students to work on their 

project with their social studies teachers (parent consent slip 

must be returned). 

Social Studies Fair Student Team Workshops 

Thursday, February 7
th

, 2019: 2:30 – 4:30 

Thursday, February 14
th

, 2019: 2:30 – 4:30 

Thursday, February 28
th

, 2019: 2:30 – 4:30 

Project Topic Due Date: February 4
th

 (submit to your S.S. 

teacher) 

Complete Project Due Date: March 1
st
 

Social Studies Fair: March 7 
th

 

 

 

 

 

School Closing 

February 5
th

 – Lunar New Year 

February 18
th

 – 22
nd

 – Midwinter Break 
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 

 
ELA:  

Complex Text 

Assessment 

5 

 

No School 

Lunar 

 New Year 

6 7 

 

Report Cards 

Distributed 
 

SS Fair Workshop 

2:30-4:30pm 

8 

 

Social Studies 

Exam: Egypt 

9 

10 11 

 

ELA:  

Informational 

Essay/Project 

12 13 

 

Middle School 

“Spotlight Fight” 

12:45-2:15pm 

14 
Valentine’s Day 

Party 

1:15-2:20pm 
 

SS Fair Workshop 

2:30-4:30pm 

15 16 

17 18 

 

No School 

Mid-Winter 

Recess 

19 

 

No School 

Mid-Winter  

Recess 

20 

 

No School 

Mid-Winter  

Recess 

21 

 

No School 

Mid-Winter 

Recess 

22 

 

No School 

Mid-Winter  

Recess 

23 

24 25 26 27 
 

Science:  

Weather quiz 

(Class 620 & 621) 

28 
Science: 

Weather quiz 

(Class 622) 
 

SS Fair Workshop 

2:30-4:30pm 

  

Grade 6 
2019 

The Petrides School 

Important Upcoming Dates: 

March 7th – Social Studies Fair (optional) 
March 14th –Parent Teacher Conferences 


